
delphia, is particularly deserving of notice. He has demonstrated
that the poisonous properties of this plant are due to the presence of
an acid and not to any volatile alkaloid, as has been supposed. He
proposes for this the name of toxicodendric acid. There is also a
valuable paper on the economical use of alcohol in the preparation
of extracts, by Dr. Squibb.

Biographical Sketches of Distinguished Living New York Surgeons.
By Samuel W. Francis, A.M., M.D. New York: published by
John Bradburn. 1866.
These sketches were first published in the Philadelphia Medical and

Surgical Reporter. They are brief, highly eulogistic, and impress the
reader with the great number of distinguished surgeons in New York.
The gentlemen, whose names, merits and operations are thus present-
ed to public view are Drs. Mott, sen., Van Buren, Post, Hamilton,
Camochan, Wood, Say re, Mott, jun., Batchelder, Stevens, Parker,
Buck, Swinburne, Thebaud, Smith and Hosack. This does not ex-
haust the catalogue of celebrated names, however, for the author re-
grets that he has been obliged to leave out some prominent surgeons
because " they positively refused to assist him in any form or shape."
The style in which the book is written is as follows :—" Death alone
promised a respite from the full-sized tortures chronically borne.
Dr.-thought and acted. He cut down and removed the entire
trunk of the second brancli of the fifth pair of cranial nerves, making
slow and sure-footed progress from the infra-orbital foramen to the
foramen rotundum at the very base of the skull. I may venture to
say that this has never been done by any other man, and many years
will elapse ere another surgeon, though surcharged with an apoplexy
of anatomical theories, will dare to leave the practical details of an
earthly sphere and enter willingly the tufted chambers of the human
mind. Many ' cutters ' go through life without ever having seen the
majestic and sanguinary hip-joint operation, but Dr.-himself has
performed it five times." Such writing as this certainly deserves to
be perpetuated on better paper than that on which the book is printed !

Clinical Lectures by Professor A. von Graefe on Amblyopia and Amau-
rosis, and the Extraction of Cataract. Translated from the German
by Hasket Derby, M.D. Boston: David Clapp & Son. 1866.
These lectures, which were translated for the Journal by Dr. Derby,

of this city, have been re-published from our pages in pamphlet form,
and make a very valuable addition to the literature of ophthalmic sci-
ence in our language.

Professor Procter, the Editor of the American Journal of Pharma-
cy, has resigned the chair of Theory and Practice of Pharmacy, which
he has filled for twenty years at the Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy. The students have presented to him a splendid tea-service as
a testimonial of their appreciation of his long services and eminent
acquirements.
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